Blast transformation in chronic myeloid leukemia with synovial involvement.
In a patient with chronic myeloid leukemia in blastic transformation, the blast cells in a knee joint effusion were identical morphologically to those in the marrow. Cytochemical and immunocytochemical studies showed that these blasts were primitive erythroblasts and not granulocytic or monocytic precursors. The combined use of cytologic, cytochemical and immunocytochemical techniques will help to accurately identify cells in joint effusions and to elucidate the mechanism of synovial involvement by hematologic disorders.